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Introduction

What Does It Mean to Master Your Bible?

This workbook is the companion guide to anotherkivook titled,
Getting to Know Your BibJevhich presents a method for getting the
most out ofreadingyour Bible. As effective as that method is for
assimilating Bible content, it does not qualifyeasual Biblestudy
That requires a different approach. There are séBable study
methods that are available to the Christian. Theertvest common
methods are thpical method and thamductivemethod. In the
topical method the Christian traces a theme througthe entire Bible
to see what the whole council of God says abothiis is useful for
studying doctrinal or theological issues, suchhasdoctrine of the
Trinity, the deity of Christ, or the attributes@bd. It may also be
used to study principles of life, such as the b#llteaching regarding
finances, or divorce and remarriage, or the like.

The second method available to the Christian ist\wehlenown as the
inductive method. In the inductive method the Glarsstudies one
book of the Bible in its historical and literaryrgext to discover the
meaning of the passages of which it consists. iBHy far the more
fundamental of the two methods; for (in theory)ass one has first
engaged in inductive Bible study of the relevardga@es, one cannot
be absolutely certain when engaging in a topicadysthat the
passages hinkssupports a beliedo in fact support that belief.
There are far too many today who think it suffi¢cieimply to trace a
word through a concordance in order to arrive snd view of any
given issue. | don’t want to overstate the case)ynpassages in the
Bible are plainly self-interpreting. However, there passages that are
more difficult to deal with, and it is here thaétimductive method
truly becomes an aid to mastering your Bible.
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Inductive Bible Study

Inductive Bible study consists of three relatedjssaObservation
Interpretation andApplication

Observation . This stage lays the groundwork for Bible
study. During the Observation stage you will retedhe
historical context of the book you are studyingnitify key
words and phrases, and pin down recurring themes.

Interpretation . This stage is the heart of the study in that
it is during this stage that you will be giving tmeaningof
the biblical text in the form of a commentary.

Application . During this stage you will find ways of
applying the biblical text to your everyday life.

This workbook lays out the step-by-step procesadiictive Bible
study. The title tvorkbook” implies that you will be doing
something—and indeed you will. This workbook willige you
through the study of the New Testament book offinJ@e have
chosen 1 John not only because it is a relativebytdook (making it
easy to work with), but because the language asgsitforward and
easy to understand. However, do not allow Johnthfightness to
fool you. The truths he presents are some of thet profound you
will ever encounter with any biblical writer; ama $pite of the simple
words he uses, it will not always be easy to aageftis exact
meaning.

During this study you will not only be reading ameditating on the
biblical text, but you will also be writing@mmentaryn the book. A
commentary is simply a record of your observatiand thoughts
about the text, particularly in regard to its meaniYou will also be
comparing those thoughts to other commentariebeéalcyour own
interpretations.

Finally, you will be encouraged to apply your neivlisal knowledge
in concrete terms. It is never enough simply toarsthnd God’s
word—we must also seek ways of obeying it (Luke28)L.:

How Do | Find Time For This?

The study should take no longer than 30 minutesyadaverage for
a period of eight to twelve weeks (depending on detailed you are).
And so we will give the same answer to this questiat we gave in
the companion guidé&etting to Know Your BiblaVe tend to make
time for the things that are important to us. léare asking this
guestion then imaybe that mastering the Bible is not really all that
important to you. If that’s the case, then thisgpean may not be for
you. Mastering your Bible is not something that esneasily, with

2.
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little or no effort. It requires commitment, detenation, and a
willingness to rearrange a few of the things yoei@rrrently doing.
For those of you who still want to give this a tingre are a couple of
suggestions for finding more time.

Wake up 30 minutes earlier each day. Thisis
probably the best solution for finding more timele day.
Many of us wake up 30 minutes early just so welgathe
snooze button a few times before actually gettimigod
bed. Discipline yourself to get up thest time the alarm
rings. How? There’s really no magical formula; yast do
it, that’s all!

Eliminate unimportant “fluff” activities . Most of us
spend 80% of our time doing things that have ntings
significance. If your schedule is crowded with eitigs, it
is helpful to ask yourself, “will it matter in 6 wks if |
don’tdo this?” If the answer to that question is “ntém
don’t do it. It's probably merely one of those higigent
tasks that has low importance in the long run. This
approach will eliminate more activities than youghti
think. In any case, it will surely free up at led@étminutes
every day.

Tools You Will Need

Before embarking on any Bible study, you’ll wantaiail yourself of
some tools that will prove invaluable in undersiagdhe book you
have chosen to study. We have divided these totdswo categories
below: primary andsecondaryConsider alprimary tools “essential,”
and allsecondarytools “nice to have.” You will find a list of
suggested reference materials in Appendix B ofwlugkbook.

Primary Tools

Reference Bible . This is a Bible that contains cross
references. Most Bibles contain cross referencesetidays,
including Study Bibles.

Concordance . This is a listing of every word that occurs
in the English translation of the Bible. Be surgé&t one
that is coded to Strong’s numbering system.

Greek/English Lexicon . This tool is solely for studying
New Testament books. It lists every word that osdénrthe
Greek New Testament and gives its dictionary dedini
This tool is invaluable for word studies. You case ut
effectively even if you do not know Greek. Be carta
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however, to get one that is coded to Strong’s numge
system.

Hebrew/English Lexicon . This tool is solely for
studying Old Testament books. It lists every warat t
occurs in the Hebrew OIld Testament and gives its
dictionary definition. This tool is invaluable farord
studies. You can use it effectively even if youra know
Hebrew. Be certain, however, to get one that isddd
Strong’s numbering system.

Bible Dictionary . This tool provides information about
persons, places and things found in (or relatethsBible.
If can be used to study the background or situaifca
book of the Bible, which in turn aids in interpregithat
book.

Commentary(s) (on the book being studied). You will
need access to at least one good commentary diotke
you have decided to study (for this program, a cemtary
on 1 John). The commentary should give you extensiv
background information, particularly regarding the
circumstance (or “occasion”) of the writing.

Secondary Tools

Greek-English / Hebrew-English Interlinear . Itis
tempting to include this tool in the list pfimary tools
because of its overall value in ascertaining thamrey of
the biblical text. A Greek-English interlinear caimts the
entire New Testament in Greek and places a litemglish
translation directly under the Greek words. A Hebre
English interlinear does the same thing for the Old
Testament. Can also be used as a Bible translation.

New Testament / Old Testament Introduction . This
is a book that is devoted to the background of d&eadk of
the Bible. It gives extensive details regardingphepose,
theme(s), characters, customs, and historicaltensof
each book of the Bible.

Bible Atlas . This contains detailed maps of the locations
mentioned in the Old and New Testaments.

Englishman’s Greek Concordance . This goes a step
beyond a regular concordance. It lists all occuresrof
every Greek word found in the New Testament, andqd
them in an expanded English list in the order thgyear in
the Bible. This allows you to see how a Greek wesndsed
throughout the New Testament.
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Manners and Customs . This reference tool provides
background into various customs of the first centur
Somewhat helpful, but it is certainly expendable.

Church History Manual . This can shed light on heresies
that the early church had to deal with, providingight
into some of what the New Testament authors wrote.

Bible Translations . The more translations you can get
your hands on, the better. You will be reading tipesly
through the book you choose to study, and you’hines
many different perspectives on the meanings of wardl
phrase as possible. Translations can be divideditetal
translations, dynamic equivalents, and paraphra#ses.
literal translation attempts to translate wordvard from
the original language into English. A dynamic e@lant
seeks to translate the intendadughtof the writer (rather
than the literal words). A paraphrase translatesxasting
translationinto modern language. As a rule of thumb, a
literal translation is to be preferred over theeo#hfor this
kind of study. The following list is not exhaustj\mut
represents some common translations that may péuhel

King James Version (Authorized Version) oNew KJV
(literal; but not as helpful as some of the otliterdl translations)

King James Version Il  (woodenly literal; almost naively so.
Finds one meaning for a Greek word and translatbe isame way
throughout the entire New Testament, even wheredheext
demands a different meaning).

New International Version (dynamic equivalent; takes some
liberties with translation, but still pretty good)

New American Bible (literal; but watch Roman Catholic
influence)

New American Standard Bible (literal; in my opinion, still the
best version to use for serious Bible study)

Revised Standard Version (literal; but watch the liberal
influence)

Good News Bible (dynamic equivalent/paraphrase)
New English Bible (dynamic equivalent/paraphrase)
Living Bible (paraphrase; translates from the KJV)
Amplified Bible (expands the meaning of key words)
Williams Translation (expands the Greek verb tenses)
Wuest Translation (expands the Greek text)

Moffatt Translation (literal word for word from Greek)
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That concludes our list of Bible reference toolseiie are many more
available than those we’ve mentioned, but thesé¢harenajor ones.
We have listed in Appendix B of this workbook sghiedbibliographic
information for the tools mentioned above, and gan turn there to
get more recommendations. In the meantime, yon@neready to
proceed to the first stage of inductive Bible studiie Observation
stage.

How to Use This Workbook

The workbook should be sufficiently self explangtd/e have taken
pains to provide step-by-step procedures for estage of Bible
study, and in some cases have even indicated valyatali should do
a given procedure. The workbook is designed tonamKed” through.
It is important not to proceed to the next stepl you have fully
comprehended and executed the step you are cyramtl

Throughout this workbook you will see the followimgages being
used in the margin notes:

&

e Thenote image is followed by amformative note
that further explains or clarifies the informatiibn
accompanies.

Q_?

a

Thebarricade image is followed by aaution that
you should take when implementing the procedures it
accompanies.

Q Thelight bulb image is followed by &p that may
help you perform the accompanying procedures.

These margin notes are there to help make youeBioidy experience
an enlightening one. Our goal is that this workbaalkbe

instrumental in allowing you to discover God’s wanca deeper way.
Enjoy your study; and may the Lord fill you withisual insight and
sustain you in your endeavor to understand His word

6 -
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Observation Stage

Overview

9

£ One additional item that
you may want to use is a Bit
worksheet. A Bible worksheet
is created by photocopying
each page of the book you are
studying, and taping those
pages together side by sid
An example of a Bible
worksheet is included in
Appendix C of this workbook.
Turn there now, remove those
pages from this wkbook,
and tape them together side-
by-side with all the pages
facing the same direction. T!
Bible version used in the
Bible worksheet is the New
American Standard Bible.
Once you've put it together,
you can use this in place
your Bible for the duratin of
this program.

The Observation stage is the first stage in inged8ible study. This
is the stage in which you will do most of the “titwork.” It may
seem tedious at first, but if you take the timéaahis step right, your
efforts will be richly rewarded once you enter therpretation stage.

Guidelines for Observation

The Observation stage is laid out in a series of gpecific steps that
must be followed in order to achieve the results gesire as a student
of the Bible.

1. Read the book in one setting . Read the entire book to
be studied in one setting. A short book is reconueen
when first starting (five chapters or fewer; for quirposes
we will be using 1 John). This will prevent prenratu
discouragement that might accompany biting off ntbean
you can chew; and it will give you a sense of
accomplishment through each of the stages of yolys

2. Establish three-chapter sections . Depending on the
length of the book, divide the book into sectidmat tare
small enough to work with (no more than three cliapin
length). For instance, if studying Galatians (@nrapters),
divide it in half so that you will have two threbapter
sections. If studying Romans (sixteen chapters)ddiit
into four sections so that you will have four farapter
sections, etc. If studying a book with fewer thiaree
chapters, make no division all. Since 1 John is @kiapter
in length, we will divide it into two sections: ghtars 1, 2
and 3 will comprise the first section, and chapteend 5
will comprise the second.

Learning to Master Your Bible
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2 If you choose to use the
Bible worksheet (mentioned
above), you'll have the added
benefit of being able to mark
it up any way you like. Feel
free to use color pencils «
pens to colc-code themes,
and recurring key words and
phrases

. Read repetitiously . Your goal here is to read the entire

book a total of at least thirty times. Althouglisifpreferable
(and recommended if possible) to readehg@re book
every day for thirty days, this is not always fedsi
Therefore, begin by reading the entire first dms{as
indicated in step #2 above) for thirty days. Usslges in
the top corner of the first page of the book yae studying
to keep track of how many times you've read eawgisiin
(e.q.,#/= five times read).

. Establish paragraph divisions . Ignoring chapter

divisions and using a version that does not contain
paragraph divisions (such as tdaSB, begin to mark off
what you think are the true paragraph divisions. A
paragraph is the smallestmpletehought of the writer.
Because of this, you will be interpreting by paeqrs (as
opposed to chapters and verses) once you enter the
Interpretation stage. This will be explained mioréy
later. For now, train yourself to think paragraphsas you
read. Use the “Paragraph Division” page (belowetmord
what you think are the true paragraph divisionkis Btep
may be done after having read the first divisime fimes.

. Take notes . At about this same time, begin to take brief

notes about the first division (also about the oéshe
book if memory permits). These notes should inclaag
significant observations, questions about the (@xth as
WHO is involved WHAT is the situationWHERE are
these people located, aldHEN did all this take place), ¢
well as any key or recurring words or phrases,taed
theme and purpose of the book. Don't let all these
questions overwhelm you! Jut take it slowly and thek
guestions that naturally come to mind. Your abildyask
the right questions will come with time and praetit/se
the sample sheets on the following pages as a guide
determining the kind of notes you should take &t $kage.
There is a “1 John Observation Sheet” includedhis t
workbook (below) when you are ready to make youn ow
observations. Spend the next five days recording
observations on this sheet.

During the entire Observation stage you shoulddhaoly temptation
to read commentaries or otherwise inquire aboutrteaning of any
verse or passage in the book you are studyings Whii almost
certainly jeopardize your objectivity when it conigse to interpret it
for yourself. It is difficult enough to try to ridneself of theological
presuppositions which may contaminate the true imgaof the text

8 - Observation Stage
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without the added burden of trying to disregard sone else’s
interpretation of the text.
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Colossians Paragraph Divisions (sample)

Use the sample page below as a guide for markihgaoagraph
divisions for the book you are studying. When yoair@ady to record
paragraph divisions for 1 John, proceed to the page.

1:1-2
1:3-5
1:6-8
1:9-14
1:15-18
1:19-23
1:24-29
2:1-7
2:8-15
3:1-4
3:5-12
3:13-17
3:18-7
3:18—4:1
4:2-6
4:7-9
4:10-14
4:15-18
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1 John Paragraph Divisions

Now you try it with 1 John. Use the following patgemark off what
you think are the true paragraph divisions for AinJo
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Colossians Observation Sheet (sample)

Use the sample page below as a guide for recoabsgrvations about
the book you are studying. When you are readydorceobservations
for 1 John, proceed to the next page.

WHO?
the Colossian church was mostly Gentile (1:25-29).
Paul is the author (1:1; 4:18)
Timothy co-authored this letter (1:1)

Tychicus, Onesimus, Epaphras and Mark were mesgenge
who made correspondence possible (1:7; 4:7-12).

this letter was also to be read by the Laodicedrib(17).

WHAT?

there seems to be some kind of heresy in the c{@rédh8,
18, 20-23).

the heresy included philosophy, legalism, angelsivigr,
and self-denial.

Paul emphasizes that Christianity cannot be mixigd w
other religious systems.

Paul highly exalts Christ in this letter (1:15-19).

WHERE?
Paul was in prison when he wrote this letter (4(B,

Colosse seems to be close to Laodicea and Hiesapoli
(4:12, 16) — but check Bible Atlas.

WHEN?

the church at Colosse seems to be a fairly newcblsince
Paul had only “heard” about them and not actuaky m
them (1:3-9; 2:1).

the “mystery” is a new concept unknown by OT saints
(1:26, 27).

all positional truths are in the past tense (2:412D; 3:1-
3).
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1 John Observation Sheet

Now you try it with 1 John. Use the following twagpes to record
your observations as you read each day. Spend &lays doing this
step.

WHO?

WHAT?

WHERE?

WHEN?
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Recurring Themes / Words / Phrases in 1 John

Here is where you should record any observationd/ganade
regarding recurring ideas, central themes, key sadd/or key
phrases John uses in his letter.
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Background Check

After you have finished taking observations (rightund day 10), you
should follow the steps below to ensure you haveassed anything.

1. Read a background to the book . Read at least one
independent introduction to the book being studied
(Commentaries, Introductions, Surveys, Bible
Dictionaries). It is even better if you read twonaore
different ones. Be sure to take notes on intergdtnts
about the book that you think will aid in interpnet it (use
the “Background Information” page (below) as a guial
determining the type of notes to be taken at tiziges.

2. Use other helpful resources . For further background
information you may wish to consultBable Atlasor map
(to refer to the cities and other locations mergtbm the
text), aChurch History Manua(to reference specific
heresies mentioned in the text or in the introdundi
referred to in step #1), andvéanners and Custonsook
(to determine whether any phrase used by the abtsor
any cultural significance). Take notes on anyttimg may
help you interpret the text.

3. Read many translations . If you have not already done
so, begin incorporating as many different Biblentlations
as you can into your repetitious reading (Bédee
TranslationsunderToolsin thelntroductionof this
workbook).
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Colossians Background Information Sheet (sample)

Use the sample page below as a guide for recotwingground
information about the book you are studying. Wheu gre ready to
record background information for 1 John, proceethé next page.

Thomas (Commentary on Colossians)
Colossians was written about 60-62 A.D.
Paul was in prison at Rome during this time.

Paul wrote Ephesians and Philemon at the same time
(cross-reference similar ideas in those books).

Vaughan (Commentary on Colossians)
The heresy Paul is battling is Gnosticism.

This sect of Gnosticism emphasized observanceeof v
(ascetics; 2:11-17).

They also emphasized philosophy and wisdom (2:3-8).

They worshipped angels as mediators between man and
God (2:18).

Bible Dictionary (Baker)

In Gnosticism, only a few reached “perfection”; atlhers
were destined to live animal existences on théhdarever
(casts light on 1:28).

New Testament Introduction  (Guthrie)

Heretics denied the deity of Christ and used teotomy
such as “fullness,” “*knowledge,” “neglect of body,”
“wisdom,” and “complete” (or “perfect”).

Church History Manual (Newman)

Gnostics believed that the earth was created lyvén
emanation from God; therefore, all physical thiags
inherently evil, including eating, marital relatsretc.

Bible Atlas

Colosse was only twelve miles from Laodicea and
Hierapolis (4:13, 16).

16 - Observation Stage Learning to Master Your Bible



1 John Background Information

Now you try it with 1 John. Use the following paigerecord relevant
background information that you have gleaned froenreference
books. Focus only on those facts that might helpigterpret 1 John.
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Interpretation Stage

Overview

You've made it! You've done the necessary ditchknemd you're
finally ready to interpret 1 John. At this pointwymay have already
discovered that through your diligence in repatisioeading the book
is already beginning to interpret itself. All yoeed do now is bring
out thefullnessof the meaning, record those thoughts, and dehl wi
some of the more difficult passages as they comélapefully, you
are exited and raring to get started!

Before You Begin

Your primary goal during this stage is to write yown
commentary—that’s right, youwwn commentary, complete witfour
thoughts about the meaning of each passage yaiugng. You
will still be using other commentaries as well, bhot untilafter
you've attempted your own interpretation. Startwtie first
paragraph, write your thoughts about its meaning,then—and only
then—check your thoughts against the thoughts of other
commentators. Then go on to the next paragrapldartde very same
thing. After you have interpreted the second paglgy you may
consult commentaries agalmyt only on the passage you have
interpreted—and so on with each additional passage.

Do not hurry through your interpretation. Ask owrd to illuminate
your understanding as you attempt to grasp the mgaf his Word.
Read the paragraph that you are currently studs@wvgral times,
analyzing each word and allowing the Holy Spirietdighten you as
to the meaning of what you are reading. Once yeludemfortable
with the passage, begin to write your thoughts—aingtand
everything that comes to mind about the passagkidimg questions
that the passage raises in your own mind. Youlwelsurprised at the
amount of information that you end up writing, amith the depth of
insight and understanding that you already possesst the text!
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Attempt to answer any questions that come up reggtte text by
first writing the question, and then writing théeahative explanations.
Eventually you will want to choose which alternatseems most
plausible and best explains the text; that isotie that most naturally
“fits” the context.

One final thought before you begin. Do not be ovedncerned with
the length of your comments on any given paragrgph. may at
times spend several days writing three or four pajenotes on just
one verse! Other times your notes will not be gedextensive. Take
your time and proceed as the Holy Spirit leads you.

How to Interpret a Passage of Scripture

Reading a book of the Bible is much like listeniagne side of a
phone conversation. By listening to the personmsmend of the line
you can make a pretty good guess as to what tsepen the other
end of the line is saying. This is done primarijylistening to the
types of questions, answers, comments and respohtes first
person.

This same principle holds true when interpretingaasage of
Scripture. By focusing on the key words, phrasegpletic
statements, and central theme of the book, we cath-amsurprising
degree of accuracy—reconstruct the historical 8anaof the first
readers, thereby laying the groundwork for the propterpretation.
Obviously, the more well-versed you are in thedristl background
of the book, the more accurate your interpretatidhlikely be.

Context—The “Key” to Interpretation

The key to interpretation is to get inside the nofidhe writer to
discover his thoughts, feelings, emotions andualéis as he writes. To
be successful in this we must ever keep in mindsiuation of the
first readers. Does the situation make the writgrg? Defensive?
Joyful? Relieved? Caustic? Sarcastic? Remembetlasthe passac
is one continuous thought and that theneathingin the passage that
does not belong there. The thought of each versenisected in some
way to the thought that comes before and the thioilwgih comes after,
with the result that all the verses together forftrain” of thought.
Every word must be accounted for in the train ouight. That is what
Is meant bycontext No verse of Scripture can mean anything other
than what the context makes it mean. Your taskastarpreter is to
account for every thought of the author. If sonmaghin the passage
seems unclear, or doesn’t seem to make senseakéamtil it is fully
accounted for.

20 -

Interpretation Stage

Learning to Master Your Bible



Train of Thought

The word “context” may be a new word to some, batastually use
context everyday to interpret everything we reatiear. Context

simply refers to the train of thought of the speakewriter. Take the
statement “He didn’t read that book.” What doeséan? Does it

mean, He didn’t read that book” (but someone else did)?“Bg

didn’t readthat book” (but he looked at the pictures)? Orsdibenean,
“He didn’t readthat book” (but he did read the other one)? Or perhaps
it means, “he didn’'t read thaboK (but he did read the magazine next
to it)? Without a context, the statement is ambiguand could mean
any number of things.

Suppose on the other hand that the same statesnienind within the
context of an entire paragraph: “The speaker drameftbr over an
hour, making one mistake after another regardiegotiok he held in
his hand and claimed to know. One thing was becgrmoreasingly
obvious; he didn’'t read that book.” The context o&es all ambiguity
as to the meaning.

Unfortunately, context is something that is ignobgdnany Bible
readers these days. A verse or passage is takef coritext and
given a meaning that is inconsistent with the tadithought. This is
usually borne from a desire to find a “proof tesdf a cherished
belief, rather than a desire to know the true meanf the text.
Although the train of thought is sometimes diffictd seejt is there
and it connects all the verses in the paragraghané cohesive unit.
Remember, there i®othingin the text that does not belong there.

An Example of Context

Early in my Christian walk | was involved with anfdamentalist
church that placed a lot of emphasis on avoidintpoeactivities,
such as playing cards, seeing a film in a cinemd,dancing. These
things were to be avoided on the basis that thdytia “appearance”
of evil, and because 1 Thess 5:22 tells us to ‘#\esry appearance of
evil.”

When | began to study the Bible in the way thiskbook (and its
companion) advises, | eventually realized that pgs$iad been taken
out of context. The train of thought for that pagshegins in v. 19 and
extends to v. 22: “Do not put out the Spirit’s fil@o not treat
prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Holdmthe good. Flee
every appearance of evil.” The context is speakingrophecies (the
proclamations of certain individuals; see 1 CoR9433). Apparently
the Thessalonians were in danger of stifling propsealtogether
because they had heard some bad ones. Paul ettfertsot to stifle
them (“do not put out the Spirit’s fire”), and rtotdismiss them as
unimportant (“do not treat prophecies with contéinpiowever, that
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yoof
‘i Thought:
“ 1 Thess
| 5:19-22

is not to say that they are to accept uncriticgibt any prophecy
someone might utter. On the contrary they are aotpre discernment
(“test all things”) and “weigh carefully what isida(1 Cor 14:29). In
other words they are to “hold on to that [propheekijch is good” and
“flee every [prophecy that has the] appearancevibf e

Fleeing “every appearance of evil” has to do wité words someone
utters; not playing cards, dancing, or seeingma.fih fact, ironically
enough, the teaching that this passage referayangl cards (and the
like), inasmuch as it is a bad “utterance” (sirtdakes the verse out of
its context), qualifies as one of those things fawhich we are to
“flee”!

Do not Do not Test all Hold fast

_ Z Flee every
guench despise things | . that which is | appearance
the Spirit prophecies good ' of evil
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“Thinking Points” for Interpretation

To aid you in your interpretation, we have compitelist of
guidelines, or “thinking points” that should be pfell in getting you

started.
1.
e 2,
k,/}See the next chapter for
instructions on doing a word
study.
3.
4,
S.
6.

Read the paragraph over and over again intensadytra

to understand it as you read it. A good way of ddhis is
to paraphrasethe paragraph. Paraphrasing just means to
put the passage in your own words. It is nearlydsgible

to paraphrase something you truly don’t understaodif
you are able to paraphrase a passage, it's a [gaity
indication that you understand it.

Analyze each word, phrase, sentence and versain yo
paragraph. Do word studies on ledlyor recurring words.

Attempt to dig beneath the words to find the unged
thought—the train of thought—that chose to use¢hos
particular words as opposed to other words thalddoave
been used. This step is the crux of interpretatfoyou can
master this step, all others will fall naturallyarplace.

Do not attempt to “read into” the passage whatwould
like the author to say based upon your theological
presuppositions. In other words, do not set otiptove”
your beliefs by placing undue emphasis on wordgeoses
outside of their context. You will almost surelyssithe
point of the author if you do this. Most passadied people
(especially cultists) use to “prove” their beliefstually
have little or nothing to do with the belief theg aeeking
to prove. Seek instead to discover the intent efailithor
and whahehad in mind when he wrote.

Look up all cross-references to help you interget
meaning of the text. Use only those cross referetiva
aretrue cross references—those that have the sdesas
the passage in question, not merely the same waAlsis,
look up any Old Testament passages that are cytélaeb
author.

Interpret the passage in the same normal, usugpland
sense as you would interpret a letter or any otging.
Do not look for “hidden meanings.” Let the passagan
what it says. This is the only way to keep human
imagination in check.
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7. Interpret figures of speech in the same normalalusd
plain sense as you would interpret any figure efesp. If
someone were to ask you to “cut out that light,ti yeould
probably understand that to mean “turn off thetlighot
literally to take a knife in hand and cut the ligltt of its
socket! But you would also recognize that theneas
“hidden meaning” behind those words. They are meant
convey a literal truth (or request) and they are
understandable by those to whom they are directed.
Interpret figures of speech in the Bible in the samay.

8. After reading the passage several times you notdailib
have most of it memorized (or, at the very ledsd,gist of
it). Use this to your advantage. While you are aivagn
your regular study (at work, in your car, or sontigeo
place), let the passage run through your mind ralade it
to what you have learned the historical backgratoniok.
Pick it apart and analyze each piece while askieg-oly
Spirit to give you understanding of it.

9. To underscore an important poibe honest with the text
your purpose for this study is simply to prove wyat
already believe, you will accomplish little morethjust
that. Do not force a meaning on a text of Scripthe it
doesn't really have. This is by far the most diffic
obstacle to overcome when interpreting the Bible. &V
approach the biblical text with our own presupposs.
The successful student of the Bible will learn yarh how
to identify these presuppositions and steer clédrem
when interpreting the text. Whatever interpretaton
ultimately adopt, be prepared to give a ration&dee for
it; that is to say, be able to explain why you ahibst
particular interpretation over against all otheable
interpretations, pointing out the strengths andkmeases
of each one. In short, do not start with a conclusand
then set about to support it from Scripture; rafiret
compile all the evidence and then draw a conclusased
on that.
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Questions for a Paragraph Study

O

&,/}As an example of how
points 7 & 8 work, Mat
18:19-20 says, “If two of you
agree on earth about anything
that they may ask, it shall be
done for them by My Father
who is in heaven. For where
two or three have gathered
together in My name, | am
there in their midst.” This
passage has often been tal
out of context and used to
show that we can have
absolutely anything we ask for
(including a Cadillac!), and
God has to give it to us if two
or more agree on it. But the
entire paragraph that
precedes this passage, as v
as the one that follows, is
teaching about the church
disciplining an erring brother.
If two or more who have spent
time attempting to convince
the erring brother of his sin
decide to “loose” this brother
from fellowship due to a
unrepentant heart, or decide
to “bind” him back into
fellowship, they have the fi
backing and authority of God
to do so.

Following are steps that should prove helpful wigide are mulling
over the text. Keep this list in front of you asuyiaterpret the passage.
Use it as a checklist for asking the kinds of guestthat will allow

you to probe deeper into the biblical text.

1. Read the paragraph several times in a number feirelift
translations.

2. Read the paragraph again and try to imagine whimtusvare
being emphasized by the writer.

3. Read the paragraph again. What is the mood of ther® Is he
angry? Joyful? Defensive? Something else?

4. Read the paragraph again. Is there any hint dirsteeaders’
situation in the words or phrases used?

5. Read the paragraph again. Is the writer corre@mgheresy or
wrong behavior by any of his statements? What tlussell you
about the readers’ situation?

6. Read the paragraph again. Notice the “train of giho.t What idee
is being developed by the writer?

7. Read the passage that comes before and the pasaagemes
after your paragraph. Summarize the thought in.each

8. Using your paragraph as a “bridge,” connect theigihd in the
passage that comes before with the thought indksgge that
comes after your paragraph. Notice how your pagdgfiss into
this train of thought. Does it change, modify, or linfie meaning
of your paragraph in any way?

9. Read the paragraph again. Imagine you are oneedirth readers
of this letter. Ask yourself, “What would this page have meant
to me if | were in this situation?”

10. Write an expanded paraphrase and a full explanafitime
paragraph.
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Outside Consultation

5 After you have written your commentary on this pmaph, look up
,&/}ACCUFaCY of your paragraph in a commentary to check your imétgbion. Does tF
:”mtggeg"’t‘t;rlgfsnp";igfas commentator agree with you? Do you agree with tmementator? If
understanding the process. I NOL Why not? On a separate sheet of paper recgrddditional notes
after reading others’ you may have as a result of reading the commenatiow this
comments on this passage you procedure with as many commentaries as you hawsado. Label tt
think your interpretation is off  top of that sheet of paper with the words “AdditibNotes on [chapt
base, don't let that discourage 44 yerses of your paragraph],” and place then wter original

ou. Accuracy will come wit
ﬁme and pragﬂce_ You will notes on that paragraph. Now you are ready to shalpext

get a better feel for it by the paragraph.
time you finish interpreting

the second or third

paragraph
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Colossians Interpretation Sheet (sample)

Use the sample sheet below as a guide for writtag gommentary on
the book you are studying. When you are readyterpnet 1 John,
proceed to the next page.

Colossians 1:3-5

%We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord J&usst, praying
always for you,*since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus arel th
love which you have for all the saintdyecause of the hope laid up for
you in heaven, of which you previously heard inviloed of truth, the
gospel.

1:3 Paul begins his letter with “we give thanks todGaligresses into
a sub-point about prayer, and then picks up higghbagain in v. 5.
The last part of v. 3 and all of v. 4 should b@amentheses, with the
effect that Paul gives thanks to God “because ®httpe” which
awaits them. Paul’s point is that he always prayshHem, and in his
prayers he gives thanks for the treasures thati@aedn store for them
in eternity.

1:4 “Since we heard"—Paul had never met the Colossiaa had
only heard of them from Epaphras (1:8). Their “Idoeall the saints”
is part of the “fruit” that the true gospel proddd@.:6). It is given by
the Holy Spirit (1:8), and is characteristic of tteldren of God (1
John 4:19).

1:5 The Colossians had previously heard of this “hdpah
Epaphras “before” the Gnostic heresy came andrtistohe true
gospel. The Gnostics taught that all others (théraseexcluded)
would live forever on the earth as animals. Fos teason Paul
reassures them that their “hope” is “laid up inve¥g” not on earth.
They had heard about this hope in the “word” (mgs8aspoken by
Epaphras, which was the “truth of the gospel” (asased to the false
“gospel” of the Gnostics).
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1 John Interpretation Sheet (1 John 1: )

Now you try it with 1 John. Use the page below titewour
commentary on the first paragraph you are studying.
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Additional Notes on 1 John 1;

Now you try it with 1 John. Use the page below titevany additional
notes you may have on the first paragraph youtatymg.
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How To Do a Word Study

Overview

Why Do a Word Study?

Word studies, if done right, can shed tremendalg bn the meaning
of a passage of Scripture. However, doing a wardyson every
single word in any given passage is not only a pserof your time,
but is completely unnecessary. Limit your choicevofds tokey(i.e.,
important and pertinentjecurring, and/orunusualwords so as not to
become overwhelmed with the minute details.

Tools You Will Need

The absolute minimum tools you will need inclusteong’s

Exhaustive Concordander some other concordance coded to
Strong’s numbering system), aibdayer’'s Greek-English Lexicqor
some other lexicon coded to Strong’s numberingesykstFor more
advanced New Testament word studies, you'll waisetmure a copy

of Wigram’sEnglishman’s Greek Concordance of the New Testament
You may also want to consider using a theologicziahary, such as
Kittle or theNew International Dictionary of New Testament Thgyl
(NIDNNT). All of these are readily available at nn&@hristian books
stores, as well as through Christian book ordesésifsuch as
Christian Book Distributorsor CBD). More information about these is
available in Appendix B of this workbook.
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Word Study, Step by Step

Following are step-by-step instructions for conthgt word study.

]‘%% 1. Select &ey, recurring, orunusualword in the passage you are
Concordances are studying. Look up that English word in a concordant

available in different versions concordance contains an alphabetical listing ofyeirestance of
of the Bible. Be sure that the every word that occurs in the Bible. Find your wordhe same

translation of the Bible you
are using is the same as your
concordance so that the
words match. If you have not
yet purchased a concordant
be sure to get one that
matches your preferred Bible
version.

way you'd find it in a dictionary. For purposesildistration, we
will study the word “world” in John 3:16.

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
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2. After locating the English word, skim through tr@uwmns of
Scripture references below that word until you fihd passage
you are studying.

S I

E;@ 3. To the right of the Scripture reference you wik sgther a numbe

—>There may be several or a ditto mark (). In the case of the ditto maeker to the numb
‘rjétffré?ig‘s}(aebeovleog‘;i‘g BL:b'e directly above the mark. This number representsSiteek (or
until you find th% numbgr P H_eprew) word from which the I_English word is tratesth Each
above the mark that is closest distinct number represents a different Greek (dorel&) word.
to the mark.
There is a ditto mark next to O

John 3:16; which means

you'll need to locate the

code number directly above _/O
it. In this case, that number

is 2889.
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4. Look up thenumberfor your word (not the word itself) in the
lexicon.

All words in a lexicon
coded to Strong’s
numbering system appear
in chronological order.

Taken from Thayer's Greek Lexicon
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5. In bold print you will see the Greek (or Hebrew)rdidollowed by
a list of information, some of which may seem ueliigible to
you. Ignore all the abbreviations and focus yoterdion instead
on the numbers (1, 2, 3, etc.) and/or the letrb,(c, etc.) in bold
print that follow the Greek (or Hebrew) word. Eaaflthese
numbers or letters is followed by a definition loat word. Each

The Greek word new bold-faced number or letter introduces anodeénition of
“kosmos,” which that same word. Each definition is usually followsdScripture
translates “world” in John references which represent that definition.

3:16.

Definition #1; the actual
definition follows in italics.

Definition #2. The
references that follow each
definition are instances
where that definition
applies. Some of these
references are from the
Bible while others are n¢

Definition #3. There are
actually 8 definitions for
this word; we have shown
only 3 of them here.

9c 6. Examine each definitiooarefully and select the one definition t
7%7%1 Avoid the temptation to best fits the context of your passage.

ascribe more than one
definition to your word, or to
combine all the definitions
together to form a “super”
definition. Each instance of
the word has only one
meaning.
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In a Greek-English
Concordance, both the Greek
word and its English
transliteration are provided,
followed by every New
Testament passage in which
the Greek word occurs. This
allows you to see how the
same word is used elsewhere.

In some cases a word will
have two or more numbers for
a word. The number on the
left side of the column is the
actual number for the word.
Any number on the right side
of the column is aelated
word. If that number has a
square root symbol § before
it, it signifies that the related
word is the root word for the
current entry.

The English word (or words)
that translate the Greek word

represented by the number are

placed in italics in each verse.

Going Deeper

If you are feeling really adventurous and wantigpallittle deeper in
your word studies, you can use a Greek-English G@alance. Using
the same example as before (the word “world” innJ8ii6), look up
Strong’s number for that word (in this case 2889 iGreek-English
Concordance (such as Wigram’s). There you can examiery
occurrence of the Greek word to find its semaraige.

Englishman’s Greek Concordance
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If you'd like to go even deeper, you can learn®@reek alphabet. This
will allow you to use some of the other Greek refee tools listed in
Appendix B that ar@ot coded to Strong’s numbering system. The
Greek alphabet is fairly easy to memorize sincetrobis letters have
English equivalents. The alphabet, along with prmmations, is

provided below:
Greek
(alpha)
(beta)
(gamma)
(delta)
(epsilon)
(zeta)
(eta)
(theta)
(iota)
(kappa)
(lambda)
(mu)
(nu)
(ksi)
(omicron)
(pi)
(rho)
, (sigma)
(tau)
(upsilon)
(phi)
(chi)
(psi)
(omega)

English
a (father)
b

g (guard)
d

e (met)

z

e (eight)
th (think)
i (it, ink)

=~

I

m

n

ks (tharks)
o (top)

p

r

t

u (peuse)

ph (philosophy)
(German) Bah
ps (Ipse)

o (over)

Letter Combinations
(aisle)
(freight)
(s0il)
(suite)
(kraut)
(feud)
(through)
(ng, angle)

Accent Marks

All of the following
accent marks stress the
syllable in the same way:

(asin )
(asin )
(asin )

Breathing Marks

These accompany vowels
that occur at the beginning
of a word:

(silent, as , arche
(h, as , houtog

Sometimes the breathing
mark and the accent occur
together ( ).

The small mark under
some letters ( etc.) is
called aiota subscriptand
Is silent.
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With the exception of the letter combinations ahdveeek
pronounces every individual letter. For instannghie Greek word

(sophia “wisdom”) the and the are pronounced separately
(so-phi-g. You'll notice in the alphabet that the letsggmais
represented by two different charactersagd ). The first of these is
used at the beginning or in the middle of a wane; latter is used only
at the end of a word.

You can enhance your understanding of these |ettets/owel
combinations by practicing spelling English wordsng Greek
characters. Once you are comfortable with speling) pronouncing,
try pronouncing some of the words in your lexicon.

Concluding Thoughts About Word Studies

During this study keep in mind that ultimately ard/bas no meaning
apart from its context. The context must therefir¢he determining
factor in deciding upon the meaning of a word. bforce an
unlikely definition on a word just because it mawa that definition
in another passage. As with anything else, youimiirove your
ability to make good judgments with a little praeti
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Application Stage

Overview

In the Observation stage we answered the questdmat does it
say?” In the Interpretation stage we answered ti@stepn, “What
does it mean?” Now, in the Application stage, w# answer the
guestion, “How do | act on this?”

There is a tendency in the church to emphasizapbécationof
Scripture over thenterpretationof Scripture, as though the two are in
opposition to each other. This tendency must bédado Without
application, interpretation produces a dead, iet&llal orthodoxy.
Similarly, without a right interpretation of theltical text,true
application is impossible. Suppose, for examplat tihave just
finished interpreting a passage that clearly temthat God is
sovereign. What good is that knowledge unless itesane to praise
Him who is in complete control of the universe (@pplication); or
unless | use that knowledge to correct a lessev vieGod that
someone else may hold (another application); cgasl use that
knowledge to strengthen those whose faith may baea shaken by
some circumstance (still another application)? &othat though there
is only one interpretation, there may be many a@pgibns.

On the other hand, suppose | have just read (terfpireted) 1 Thess
5:22: “Flee every appearance of evil,” and | codel@rom this verse
that | shouldn’t play cards, see a movie, or dafinyg else that might
appear “evil” to someone. | begin to abstain frénvase things thinking
that | will be empowered by the Holy Spirit becalisen obeying
God’s word and becoming more spiritual. Yet, ashaee seen in an
earlier chapter, this verse has nothing at allaevih activities from
which | should abstain. Instead, in context it ref® discerning
between good and bad prophecies. If | choose twl dhieaters and
playing cards on the basis of this verse, | am stiimg to a man-made
law that has absolutely no power to keep me fromisg. Can |
expect God to empower me to keep a law of my owkimg&
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Colossians 2:20-23 suggests that my misapplicatidnThess 5:22
has the “appearance of wisdonsglf-imposedeligion, false humility,
and neglect of the body, but is of no value agaimstndulgences of
the flesh.” Hence, there is no life-changing powwemy
misapplication of Scripture. If | had firstterpretedthe verse, then |
might have made a true application. Whatever myiegujon is, |
must first arrive at a true interpretation; othexsva true application is
all but impossible.

Various Applications

What kinds of applications can be made from ScrgittAll depends
on the nature of the biblical text you are studyifige Bible is filled
with theology, commands, exhortations, promisesexamples. We'll
look at each one of these in turn.

Theology

We have already seen an example of theology (abwiveh we
discussed our response to a passage that teacd&sssBeereignty, so
we won't repeat what we've already said. In a neiistheological
truths are best applied when you can defend thenmsigfalse ideas
about God and His truth.

Another kind of theological truth is our statusdref God. Romans
8:29-30 says this:For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined
to become conformed to the image of His Son, sdt@avould be the
firstborn among many brethren; and these whom Hel@stined, He
also called; and these whom He called, He alsdafjaedt and these
whom He justified, He also glorifiedEach of the stages of salvation
listed in this passage is in the past tense—inolyithe last stage,
glorification in a resurrected body!—indicating thwa God’s eyes, our
salvation has already been effected completelyedgchally. In other
words, our salvation is so secure that it can el®aGod that we
have already (in positionalway) undergone final glorification—
which is synonymous with resurrection (see 8:18faildwing). So
how does this apply to me personally? The passagetbaieveryone
who has been justified will also be glorified—nacepgtions.
Therefore, if | have truly been justifiedwill be glorified. This should
not only cause me to take comfort in the fact thgtsalvation is
forever secure, but also to rejoice in that trutt #o stand in awe of
God for his incredible gift to me!

Commands

These are fairly obvious and need little elaboratlaok for ways to
obey commands that you find in the Bible, but be sbat the
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command you are obeying is rightly understood. \&Asehalready seen
a good example of misunderstood passage (above). Another example
of an oft-misunderstood command is “judge not, yest be judged”
(Matt 7:1). Christians usually mistake this to méaat we are never to
make a judgment call on someone else’s spirit@list Yet, we are
expressly commanded in many other passages netievé just
anyone’s claim to be a Christian. 1 John 4:1 shigs tdo not believe
every spirit, but test the spirits to see whetheytare from God,
because many false prophets have gone out intodHd.” Is there a
contradiction? Not at all. Matt 7:1 is speakinghgpocritical

judgment, as v. 5 makes clear: “You hypocrite t fiake the log out of
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to tdleespeck out of
your brother’s eye.” In other words, we may poiat mconsistencies,
so long as we ourselves are not guilty of that senmensistency.

Once we have properly understood a passage suciadis 4, we are
to take it to heart. One example of obeying thimocmnd is to begin
listening very closely to those who claim some ra&a great truth in
the Bible that we've never seen before, comparihgtwhey say to
Scripture, and rejecting their teaching if it doesmatch up. This
provides you not only with the opportunity to obl@gd’s word, but
also with a great way to develop biblical discerniria your life.

Exhortations

An exhortation is very similar to a command in thag something we
are asked to act upon. What is different iswlag in which we are
asked to act upon a statement. An exhortationuallysmarked by
phrases such as “l urge you,” although they ddhage to be marked
by such phrases. The book of Hebrews is full ofoetdtions: “Let us
also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin vadaaasily entangles
us, and let us run with endurance the race tresdtibefore us”;
“Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weaklanknees that are
feeble.” Exhortations are usually calls to a rer@wemmitment, a
renewed vitality, or some other such challenge yTdre very closely
related to commands and should be treated as $behway to apply
these is to respond to the challenge given. Hebli&ks exhorts us to
run with endurance the race before us. It tellwligwe should run it
(because of the “great cloud of witnesses” in chiapl), and it tells us
howto run it (by looking to Jesus who initiates amuifpcts our faith,
12:2). This should result in a renewed determimatitolive out our
faith, even in the face of opposition.

Promises

There is a hymn that states something to this effalt the promises
are mine.” Unfortunately, that hymn is not corr&dtere are
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thousands of promises in the Bible, and it is gthitestandard practice
among Christians today to claim just any promise fuits them,
regardless of what that promise is, or to whora ihadeTrue
application of promises means that we may clainy tmdse promises
that are legitimately made to us.

An example of a legitimate promise is James 4:74¢chvpromises that
if we resist the devil he will flee from us; that he will stop tempting
us for the time being. The application is to caistpromise to mind
the next time you are strongly tempted, and adgtsoadvice.
Determine not to yield to the temptation knowingtth will pass
shortly. A similar promise is found in 1 Cor 10:1@ich promises
that when we are tempted God will not allow it eorhore than we can
handle. This should result in perseverance thrdegiptation.

A promise that is not legitimate for us to clainoige that is limited to
a specific person or group of people. For exantpléhronicles 7:14
says, 1f my people, which are called by my name, shathbie
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and tomm their wicked
ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgitheir sin, and will
heal their land’ Many Christians today mistakenly think that this
promise can be claimed for America, and this passagften cited by
them to show that if we as Christians (or Ameri¢amsuld just
humble ourselves and seek God, God would causkawodto be
“healed.” But this promise was directed only taldr The differences
between Israel and America are enormous. Israepwanised the
land of Canaan by God from the time of Abraham. Goekifically
promised (through Moses) that if the Israelitesyeloehis voice, they
would prosper in the land (see Deuteronomy 28)r& leeacovenant
basisfor the promise to Israel in 2 Chronicles 7:14efkhis, on the
other hand, absolutely no covenant by God thatliegAmerica; and
the church was never promised an inheritance anetnith.
Consequently, this promise simply does not applysttoday.

Does that mean there is no application of thisevatsall? Far from it.
There are abiding principles throughout the passafgeshould
alwaysseek to humble ourselves, pray, seek God’s faktlan from
our wicked ways. Such actions carry different blegstoday, such as
growing closer to God, and living with a clear caesce before him.
But we should not expect America suddenly to “getdy” just
because we do these things.

A New Testament example of a promise not legitinfiatels to claim
is John 14:26:But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fathell wi
send in My name, He will teach you all things, andg to your
remembrance all that | said to y8Christians often use this verse to
show that God will always and automatically brirggifture to mind
to the believer who needs it. But Jesus is spedhiiitjs apostles in
this passage, and His words are limited to those wduld later pen
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the very words of Scripture. In essence, he is @ that the
biblical writers would be inspired by the Holy SpiiThis, of course,
is not something many Christians today would wardlaim for
themselves.

These examples are but a few; there are many meuld cover,
but hopefully these will be sufficient to illusteathe point. The bottom
line is, we must be careful when determining theliaption of a
biblical promise so that it does not result in gpal disillusionment
when an illegitimate promise is left unfulfilled.

Examples

We are exhorted by Paul to follow his example drad of Christ.
However, even with these impeccable characters wst be careful
with application. People often cite the exampldedus to support any
number of beliefs to which they hold. A popular gde found on
buttons and bumper stickers today is WWJD (“WhatWdesus
Do?”). The point of the phrase seems to be thahinsituation in
which we find ourselves, we should ask what Jesuddwlo in the
same situation, and then imitate it. But are wéyéa imitate Jesus in
every instance? For instance, Jesus was circumicissampliance
with the Law of Moses. Yet Paul condemns anyone wiso would be
circumcised for that same reason (Gal 5:2-4). Jegedurned the
tables of the money changers and used a whip oménehants there
(John 2:15). Yet which of us has the kind of autigdp follow that
example today? Jesus forgave sins committed agaowi{Matt 9:6),
but are we to do the same?

Many factors need to be considered when followiregegxample of
Jesus, such as who He is (God himself in the flaghat his purpose
was, and under which covenant he placed himseaf@iad Covenant,
hence his circumcision and keeping of the Law)tead of asking
WWJD (“What Would Jesus Do?”), a far better quesfar a
Christian to ask is WWJHMD (“What Would Jesus HMeDo?”).

On the other hand, far too little significance bagn given to the
examples we find in the narrative of the early chuiVhen Acts 2:42
says of the early churchThey devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breakinprafad and to
prayer,” we should not imagine that Luke was merely reouy
history. He was also writing to instruct the chugslon the teaching
and practice of the apostles. The same is trueitifigs in which it is
assumed that the church was engaged in a cer&aitiqe. For
instance, in Acts 20:7 we are told)fi the first day of the week we
came together to break bread. Paul spoke to th@lpeand, because
he intended to leave the next day, kept on tallaimg midnight”
Although Luke’s point is focused on Paul, suchaeshentissumes
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that the widely accepted practice of the church tlasit met on the
first day of the week (Sunday) in order to “brea&dnl” (that is, to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper). To be sure, then® ®ommando do
this; but we must ever keep in mind that the apssilould not have
seen a need to include a command to do somethagvis already
being practiced by all the churches. In this cHseexample is nearly
equivalent to an apostolic command because it yetaa underlying
apostolic tradition or custom of the early churEhe New Testament
is filled with such examples; and these are oftegrlooked by those
(especially church renewal proponents) who holdl tingess
something iexpresslycommanded we needn’t bother with it. The
danger of such a notion is that it assumes thg ehdrch formed its
practice on little more than its surrounding cudt(see “Culture and
the Bible” below). On the contrary, there is strawydence that when
the early church adopted a practice, it did so bee# was based on
the underlying theology of the apostles’ teaching.

All churches (regardless of denominational affiba) recognize
certain normative features of the early churcheiabome groups
emphasize certain practices over others. Many tlestdor example,
lay hands on elders (or on other church leaderghvandaining them.
Most churches pattern their form of church govemnadter the
pattern they find in the NT (or so they will argusjost (if not all)
consider that meeting together on at least a weamdys is extremely
important if not required of all churches in evage and culture.
Further, | know of no reputable church that doeshadd this weekly
meeting on Sunday (barring seventh-day sabbatari@hs interesting
thing about this, however, is that none of thesetres is
commanded!

Most church renewal proponents would argue thatptecisely
because these practices are not commanded thatrhéy be
considered non-normative. They would allow tha dhurch wants to
practice these things they are perfectly free tsa@e-just don't call
them normative. But let us imagine for the momeaharch that
follows this understanding of the Bible and decidegants to exercise
its freedom to conduct itself as it wants. Let’'y #aat this church
decides to meet together as a church on Tuesd@adsf Sunday—
but not every Tuesday; let’s say it decides to nagtther everpther
Tuesday, or the first Tuesday of eawbnth Since there is no
command to meet together weekly, this church ifepty free (isn’t
it?) to hold its meetings the first Tuesday of enetwv year if it is so
inclined! Let us further imagine that this churatciles that instead of
meeting together aschurch it will hold a monthly neighborhood
Bible study—something traditionally seen as a pdmarch activity.
(But why call it a para-church activity since we aowhere
commandedo meet together as a church?). When this chuvtdirs
new members it baptizes them and places them iobinese
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monthly Bible studies, thus fulfilling the Great @mission. There is
no leader in these Bible studies, since their isxrescommando
have leaders in the church (and even if there wech commands,
there is no command to have chupsr se and since this is not a
church but a Bible study, there is no violatiorBafipture). Finally
this church decides that it will observe the Lor8igpper once every
tenth year. No one can object to this by appedbrigaul’'s words in 1
Corinthians 11:25, for the statement “as often@sdo this” is not the
equivalent of the imperative “do this often”!

Need | continue? The point is, even the most “@re&minded
church-renewal proponent would reject this scendid on what
basis? The renewal proponent might argue thatadinthe pattern of
the early church is not normative, the principlpsmwhich they
operated are. But then upon which principle isaimerch to operate?
Is it to operate on the principle of meeting togetbnce a week? Or is
it to operate on the principle of the freedom i ba choose how often
it decides to meet together? Depending on whiatcppie one
chooses, the practice could differ radically. Thepis, it is
insufficient to argue that principdonecan act as the criterion upon
which to determine normative church practice, fangples are
dubious at best. Indeed, the church we describedeatould very
well appeal to principles of its own to supporthitghly questionable
practices!

If we are honest with ourselves we will have to @dhat there is
more to the New Testament pattern than we sometivaasto allow,
and that we all, to some extent, see certain pexbf the early
church as normative even though they are not cordetarThis
should be kept in mind when reading about the mresif the New
Testament church.

Culture and the Bible

There are two potential types of applications ttzat be affected by
culture: biblical examples and biblical command®’Wook at each
one of these in turn below.

Examples

To expand a bit more on our topic above, we shaslkdthe further
guestion, How do we know which examples of theyeelurch are
based on apostolic teaching and which are thetrestiie surrounding
cultural? As an example, let’s take the day uporcwthe church
meets. No one seriously disputes the fact thag#énky church met
together on Sunday. But why? Was it for the sakeoolvenience?
Was it because of the surrounding culture? Or,itvas some other
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reason? Here are some considerations that mightusadletermine the
answer to this question.

1. The early church practiced this universally . Any
time we read of the day the early church met tageih
always refers to the “first day of the week” (A@3:7; 1
Cor 16:2).

2. Special designations were applied to thisday . In
Revelation 1:10, John say, “l was in the Spiritloa
Lord’s Day.” There are very good grammatical regson
(which we cannot explore here) for taking the “Lerd
Day” as Sunday (for more information on this, sgebmok
The Table of the LorfAtlanta: NTRF, 1996]). By the end
of the apostolic age, the first day of the week aeguired
a special titte—“the Lord’s Day.” This strongly sy&sts
that this isnot merely an “optional” day for meetingret
just another alternative among a host of good tiayseet.

3. There is an underlying theology to consider . Thisis
the most important point of all for determining mative
church practice. Jesus was raised to life on tiseday of
the week (Matt 28:1; Mk 16:9). He appeared to his
disciples on the first day of the week (Jn 20:18).
appeared again to his disciples on the first dah®hext
week (Jn 20:26). It was fohis reason—and not for reasons
of convenience or surrounding culture—that theyearl
church met together on the first day of the week.

A similar point may be made regarding partakinghef Lord’s

Supper. 1 Corinthians 11:18-20 indicates that tmpgse of the
church meeting in New Testament times was to catelihe Lord’s
Supper. Moreover, the Lord’s Supper is described fas well as in
Jude 12) as an entire meal, not merely bread and.wWhis is not only
held out as the practice of the first-century chufmt is steeped in the
theology of the Wedding Banquet of the Lamb helthatend of the
age. Consequently, we should have a very good mdas@bandoning
this practice if that is what we decide to do.

But what about other first-century church practic&sould we hold
our meetings by candlelight, were tunics, and waoteach other on
parchment just because the early church did thesgs? There is
indeed a problem of simply saying that whatevereiuy church did
we should likewise do. It seems best to hold thistthedistinctive
practices of the early church that are normativadday. This would
include those things that have to be seen as cloustboms and not
culturally conditioned practices. It would distingi, for instance,
between using candles to give light to the megtlage or writing on
parchment (things practiced in the culture of timae) and holding a
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“love feast” (Jude 12) or meeting together on Syntlangs practiced
distinctively by the church). If all of this is #uthen we as Christians
should not be looking for “new and creative” waggib church; rather
we should be striving to discover—and emulate—iizefces set
down for the churches by the apostles themselves.

Commands

Commands are generally much easier to deal with din@ examples.
However, in the minds of some well-meaning Chrifiat is not as
black and white as that. Indeed, whether some cardsim the Bible
are culturally conditioned is at the very corela# tlisagreement
between Christian feminists and traditionalistdtmmissue of a
woman'’s role in the church.

Christian feminists (oegalitarians as they are sometimes called) see
the statements in the New Testament that seemmibthe ministry of
women as culturally conditioned. Since in the feshtury world (it is
argued) women were seen as second class citizeunl gager to
diffuse unwarranted persecution by the surroundurityre and to
make the gospel attractive, naturally disallowedistiies to women
that would offend outsiders. The guiding princigde, this view, is
evangelism. Since in today’s world the pendulumdvasng in the
opposite direction and women now have the samésrigid
opportunities as men, the church should (for the sd the gospel)
adjust to its surrounding culture and give womeuatg@pportunity in
leadership positions.

This argument, it seems to me, is flawed on a nurabpoints. First,
there is nothing in any of the major passagesdeal with the
limitation of ministry for women to suggest thaetbuiding principle
is evangelism. Paul always states his reason$iédiritations and
not once does he refer to the surrounding cultarth@ basis for his
reasoning. Second, even if there were such an@tlig the gospel as
the reason behind Paul’'s decision to limit the afleromen in the
church, it does not thereby follow that the limiatis culturally
conditioned. There could very well be a “kingdoniture” of sorts
wrapped up in the gospel message itself that wwaltscend all other
cultures. So, even if Christian feminists are sasfid in
demonstrating that the gospel is at the heart of $decision, it
proves very little.

Third, since Paul never once unambiguously pomtsther the gospel
or the surrounding culture as the reason for mgdtions on the role
of women, it seems presumptuous to label his seté&rabout the role
of women as culturally conditioned. To argue cogingly that Paul’'s
statements about women are culturally relative,ranst first show a
biblical precedent to that effect. Indeed, one nfiust show that there

Learning to Master Your Bible

Application Stage - 47



is, in fact, such a thing as cultural relativity @vhit comes to direct
commands and mandates for God’s people.

This precedent cannot come from the New Testaniecs shere is no
inspired writing after the New Testament to confiimat the command
had legitimately become null and void. The onlycplave can look for
such a precedent is the Old Testament. If therdedpund in the Old
Testament a command given under the Mosaic covenaint
legitimately ceased to be operative at any poifareethat covenant
was superceded by the New Covenant (that is toosegythat God
himself abolished), then that would pave the wayafguing that
perhaps there are commands given under the Newn@ovéhat God
himself has abolished because they ceased todearg! Is there such
a precedent?

In Deuteronomy 4:2, Moses warned the people aghotbt
supplementing and disregarding the commands thatigiven
them: ‘Do not add to what | command you and do not subfram it,
but keep the commands of the Lord your God thate gou”
Everything found in Moses’ writings from Exodus@euteronomy
was to be adhered to stringently until God offigialid otherwise. At
least that is what we would have to assume basedeomwords of the
passage. Most conservative scholars date Moseshggiaround 1450
B.C. Are we to believe that Moses intended his camas to be
obeyed thousands of years after he died? Isnisttpossible that
Moses’ writings were for his era only and that mo€kvhat he
commanded reflected a cultural bias? May we safetyme that Old
Testament characters hundreds of years later waaud recognized
that Moses intended for them to adjust their pcastito the
surrounding changing culture? A few biblical exaegpshould suffice
to answer this question.

King David, perhaps the most beloved king of Isiadlll of the Old
Testament, was described as a man after God’s eant.iHe had
nothing but the best intentions when he decideddwue the ark of
God to Jerusalem. Unfortunately, he did not trartsihe ark the way
in which Moses had prescribed. The law requiretitttaark be
carried on the shoulders of a specific family oVites called the
Kohathites (Exod 25:12-14; Num 4:15). David, dismeting that
command, decided instead to follow the exampl&efRhilistines,
who had previously transported the ark on a ca84di 6:10-12). One
can almost hear the egalitarians of David’s dapmnalize: “Well, yes,
it's true that Moses commanded the ark to be chaispecific way
and by a specific class of people; but that wasy&@0s ago, at a time
when people discriminated on the basis of clasdamdy lineage and
were hung up on meticulous procedures. We donthdbtoday, so it
is just fine to carry the ark on this cart. Aftdlr eve are a more
technologically advanced people. It is more prattic use a cart than
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to force people to carry this thing on their sheutd Besides, the
Philistines did it this way, and we don’t want fapaar to be behind
the times.”

Tragically, David miscalculated the consequencésutbtracting
from” Moses’ words. When the cart began to tip, &lzfried to steady
the ark with his hand and was killed by God (2 $ai7). The next
time David moved the ark he was very careful ttof@lMoses’
instructions to the letter. This is recorded foirug Chr 15:2, No one
but the Levites may carry the ark of God, becahed.brd chose them
to carry the ark of the Lot A few verses later, David admittedf “
was because you, the Levites, did not bring [tlg ap the first time
that the Lord our God broke out in anger against\W& did not
inquire of him about how to do it in the prescribedy.”

In the spirit of king David, king Asa was anothe&eof Judah’s godly
kings. The Scripture says that led what was right in the eyes of the
Lord, as his father David had deri In fact, the only complaint
against him is that hedfd not remove the high placé3he “high
places” were shrines and altars that had beempdey the Canaanites
who worshipped Baal, and that had been taken oyvérébisraelites
for worship of Yahweh. The law prescribed thatraltaere to be built
only at divinely sanctioned places (Exod 20:24; 0E215,8,13-14)
and the use of pagan-built altars was strictlyifitabn (Num 33:52;
Deut 7:5, 12:3). Violation of these commandmentio@d almost
immediately upon entering the promised land. Appidyeby Asa’s
time the high places were so commonly used thatweze no longer
seen as a violation of Scripture (see also 1 K$gs3). In other
words, the commandments were viewed culturally afsolutely.
They no longer saw anything wrong with violatingstparticular
command because it had been violated for so long.

The first king to realize that worshipping at thgthplaces was wrong
was king Josiah. When he read the “book of the mang (2 Kings
23:1-3) he renewed his dedication to the term&atf covenant. This
entailed the destruction of all the high placesiciine was more than
happy to do (23:8,13,15). Josiah’s legacy is thaither before nor
after Josiah was there a king like him who turnedhie Lord as he
did—with all his heart and with all his soul andtivall his strength,

in accordance with all the law of Mosé#t seems clear that the writer
of these words did not believe that the commandSaaf are culturally
conditioned.

Unlike Asa and Josiah, an example of a king wh& tbapon himself
to do things his own way was Jeroboam. 1 Kings 1L2e8ords that
Jeroboam &ppointed priests from all sorts of people, eventh they
were not Levites God expressly commanded Moses that the
priesthood would be from the tribe of Levi (Num-&5). Again, one
can imagine Jeroboam’s rationale for this: “Thetihlat only Levites
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can become priests is outdated and stifling, ngthmore than the
product of a Levite-dominated society. Surely Gatlrobt intend that
only one class of people could serve him in thaacay. After all, the
Levites are not inherently superior to anyone alg¢e.are all equal in
the eyes of God and we should not limit the migisfrsomeone
simply on the basis of what family he comes fronhy\just look at
all the other religions around us. None of thenitirthe priesthood to
one family. Obviously, Moses’ command is culturatbnditioned and
was meant to accommodate a Levite-dominated sctidtys line of
reasoning may sound strangely familiar to thosdeesawho have
encountered the arguments of Christian egalitarians

This wasn’t Jeroboam’s only mistake. The Scripfuréher records
that he chose his own month to institute a fesi{j¥a{ings 12:33).
Whereas David had “subtracted from” Moses’ woréspdoam had
“added to” them. This flippancy on the part of Jeyam led to his
demise, and the sins he committed did not go witkoriptural
commentary. In 1 Kings 13:33-34, Scripture call®bleam’s practice
of appointing priests from all sorts of people ‘lévand the very thing
that “led to his downfall.”

One last noteworthy example is that of NehemialiNéhemiah 13,
Nehemiah discovers that the law of Moses excludeanénites and
Moabites from the assembly of God’s people. Theaedor the
exclusion is significant. During Moses’ time, whilee Israelites were
on their way to Canaan, the Ammonites and Moaloiig 10t
accommodate them in their land and, instead, hiregbrophet
Balaam to call down curses on them. Nehemiah larednd 450 B.C.
The command given by Moses to exclude Ammoniteshoabites
from the assembly was issued 1,000 years pridrab in addition, the
command seems to be culturally conditioned, oeastl limited to a
specific time period. Indeed, how could any ratlpeansitive person
think that God would hold a grudge against an emg@ople for
something their ancestors did over 1,000 yearseea8urely God
meant to exclude only those Ammonites and Moabvtas actually
participated in the Balaam episode; and no resptsiterpreter of
Scripture (it could be argued) would ever comehtodonclusion that
God intended this command to be binding 1,000 yiedes! On the
contrary; Nehemiah records that when the peoplediteés command,
“they excluded from Israel all who were of foreigisckrit (Neh

13:3).

Simply put, there is no precedent in Scripturecimmsidering any
command culturally conditioned. Indeed, we havdimgi but counter
examples in the Old Testament. The entire law of&sovas
completely and unequivocally binding on God’s peapght up until
Jesus superceded it. In fact, Jesus’ own wordsroottis in such
passages as Mt 5:17-20 téll you the truth, until heaven and earth
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disappear, not the smallest letter, not the let&rstke of a pen, will by
any means disappear from the law until everythgngacomplishe).
Paul reiterates this in Ga 3:19 where he sayshiedaw was added
“until the Seed to whom the promise referred hadeco&ince Christ
himself was “born under the law” (Ga 4:4), he haadbey the law
perfectly in order to live a sinless life and retiegs. Therefore Christ
is the “end of the law” (Ro 10:4) for those whoibeé. All of this
serves to illustrate the binding nature of the Otvenant upon God’s
people until the time of Christ. It was binding mp8od’s people
whether they recognized it or not.

We must not miss the lesson that Scripture solglgares us.
Commands from God are not subject to “viewer disene’ There is
nothing in Scripture that beckons us to sift thftoegmmands to see
whether or not we should obey them. The whole madiocultural
relativity as it applies to our understanding af Bible is little more
than a human invention that is foreign to Scripture

Moreover, cultural relativity is a slippery sloppan which it is

difficult to maintain grounds faany biblical command. If on the basis
of cultural relativity we choose to disregard conmeis of Scripture
that, say, limit the ministry of women, what isstop us from limiting
the ministry of, say, homosexuals? Before | am sedwof falsely
comparing women to homosexuals, let me assurestder that my
only point here is to show what some people in dilacbased on the
very same rationale as that proposed by Chrisgatitarians. Many
liberal churches argue that when the Old and Nestaneents
condemn homosexual practices, it is because theraare reflecting
their own primitive cultural bias. We in the modetay world (we are
told) are better informed about homosexuals tharme wee first-
century writers. Paul knew that the surroundindgurel frowned upon
the practice and so disallowed it in the first-ceptchurch. Were he
alive today (it is further argued) he clearly wotddte the position that
homosexuality is a genetically induced “alternatifestyle.” As a
result, the church today should adapt to socieiahs and allow
homosexuals to exercise their ministries unencuetheiindeed, these
same churches argue that we should be at the eegfydnt of the
cause to liberate them!

Such reasoning is, of course, atrocious. But iteseto illustrate the
flaws inherent in seeing cultural conditioningasfy command in
Scripture. The only precedent that we have fronip8ae is to hold
on to what we received from the apostles (1 Co2)1L Bny time a
commandment in the Old Testament was thought bye <0l
Testament character to be outdated, that personwaasy. All the
commands given by Moses were fully in force untildGestablished
the New Covenant through the coming of Christ. T&atur
precedent.
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Appendix A

Hermeneutics, Exegesis and Interpretation

You may or may not have heard these words beforteydu use the
concepts all the time. Hermeneutics is the sci¢acd art) of
interpretingany document, not just the Bible. It is used to intetphe
Constitution, historical letters, and other ancwntings. The word
hermeneutics comes from a Greek word that meanatégoret or
explain.” Another word that is used for this is égesis,” whose
Greek root is a virtual synonym for the Greek wbethind
hermeneutics.

There are certain rules that should be followedmih&erpreting a
passage of Scripture. We have included the mosbritapt ones
below:

1. If the plain sense makes common sense, seek no
other sense, lest it result in nonsense . We've
alluded to this rule in the Interpretation stageetpret the
Bible in the plain, usual, and ordinary way you \bu
interpretany document, recognizing figures of speech
where they occur, but interpreting even figurespdech in
the normal way figures of speech are understoors rTife
is also referred to as the “literal” interpretatidimough that
is not really a good name for it since, as we rsean, it
takes into account figures of speech as well. Aebeiame
for this rule is the “plain” interpretation. Theason we
take passages in their plain sense is becausetje v
purpose of language is to communicate ideas froen on
party to another. If the language is muddled orduase
“hidden meaning,” that purpose is destroyed anddage
means nothing. It then becomes anyone’s guessvasaio
the “hidden” meaning really is. Insisting on thaipl
meaning is the only way to keep human imaginations
check.
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2. Recognize various types of literature . Just as you

would not read a poem in the same black and wtatg w
you would read a science textbook, so also youldhont
read the Psalms and Proverbs in the same way yaldwo
read the book of Romans. Recognize that David haha
different purpose in mind when he wrote his Psaimas
Paul did when he wrote Romans. David’s purposetwas
express the deep feelings of his heart, while Baulrpose
was to lay out a logical and cogent theology of lome is
saved. David was a poet and musician, whereasvizeul
much like a seminary professor. An example of the
differences can be seen in a comparison betwedraRdu
David’s thoughts about sin. In Psalm 51:5 Davideg,
“Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the timy mother
conceived mé This verse is often used to support the
teaching obriginal sin (that is, that every person is
conceived and born with a sinful nature). Howeitds,
extremely unlikely that this is what David intend@dhis
statement. David wrote this after having been aortéd
by Samuel for his adulterous and murderous afféh w
Bathsheba. David is saying in essence, “How cohlavie
done such a thing? Why, | must have bleem in sin to
have acted so wickedly.” He is writing from his Heaot
from his theology book. David’s use of exaggerapéeech
does not deny the divine inspiration of this passagt we
must understand that these are David’s feelingdemrin
picturesque language, not a doctrinal statemenitabo
original sin. Other poetic literature must be vieve this
same way, including Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, thg $6n
Solomon, and even Job. On the other hand, when Paul
writes in Romans 5:12-21 that all men have beentep
with Adam’s sin, we should take this as a doctrinal
statement because that is obviously Paul’'s inténs is
not to say that we should take one passage |iyexalil
another non-literally. Quite the contrary; we shibitalke
both passages in theiisual plain, andordinary sense,
recognizing of course that the plain sense of apdiéfers
somewhat from the plain sense of a textbook.

. What about contradictions? What do we do when two

different passages seem to contradict each other® &ie
some guidelines:

Is there a difference in thgpeof literature in which
each one is found (for instance, doctrinal vs. yoetlf
so, allow the most direct passage to interpretabe
direct. A good example of this is Ecclesiastes 9oy
the living know that they will die, but the deaawn
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nothing; they have no further reward, and even the
memory of them is forgott&mmhis passage is often
cited by Jehovah'’s Witnesses to show that theme is
conscious existence after death. However, this
contradicts many other clearer passages of Sceiptur
that indicate there is conscious existence aftatite
(Rev 14:11; 2 Cor 5:6-8). The key to understandims
is the theme of the book of Ecclesiastes, whiclegivs
the “vain” view of life from “under the sun”; th&t, a
view that is Godless and non-eternal in its scape.
same writer insists that everything on this easth i
“vanity"—an assertion that our Jehovah’s Witness
friends would not readily agree with. From the Gsdl
point of view of those on earth, “the dead know
nothing.”

Is one passage more clearly stated than the olfhen?
interpret the vague passage in light of the clear o

Is one idea more heavily taught in Scripture than t
other? If so, use the heavily taught idea as tueiisg
point for understanding the other idea. A good gxam
of this is the tension between predestination asel f
will. The Bible is clear that God predestines us to
salvation. Yet it also indicates that man makesaes
and will be held responsible for those choices. &om
have interpreted this to mean that God hasn’'tyeall
predestined us in a concrete way after all. Butesihe
Bible insists over and over again that God predesti
his elect to salvation, and since it never oncetioes
anything about a man'’s free will, the far bettdusion
is to define closely just what free will is. If &eavill is
defined as absolute power to the contrary, then the
Bible doesn't teach the concept of free will. Ify the
other hand, free will is defined in terms of a man
making the decisions heantsto make, then the Bible
does indeed teach that version of free will. Yet th
version of free will does not in any way contradict
God's predestination of his elect. Let’s illustrétéhis
way. If you were to offer your dog a steak in oaadh
and an onion in the other, does the dog have a real
choice in the matterCanhe choose the onion if he
desires to? Of cours®/ill he ever chose the onion? Of
course not. Does that negate the dog’s free wii? N
because the dog is doing the very thingvaatsto do.
The same is true of man. The Bible is very cleat the
natural inclination of man is to turn away from Ged
that is what he will always chose to do (Rom 3:8)-1
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Does the man have a real choice to turn to God? Yes
Will the man ever make the decision to turn to God?
The Bible clearly teaches not only that he wortt, b
also that he is not even able to (John 6:44, 66&sD
that mean the man does not have free will? Noe#d f
will is defined in terms of a man doing whatever he
wants to do. It just so happens that unless heng
the elect (and hence turned away from his sin bg)Go
he will neverwantto turn to God.

Is one passage in the Old Testament and the athibei
New Testament? Keep in mind that the New Testament
is thefulfillment of the Old Testament and largely
explainsthe Old Testament. The Old Testament should
therefore be interpreted in light of the New.

Is each passage being kept in context? Probably not
Examine each passage to ensure that the meaning you
are ascribing to it fits the train of thought.

Is the purpose of either passage being violated? Fo
instance, Paul maintains that we are justifieddhf
apart from works (Rom 3:28), while James just as
fervently insists that we are justified by workslarot
by faith alone (James 2:24). Moreover, both Padl an
James use the same Old Testament passage (Gen 15:6)
to prove their points (Rom 4:3; James 2:23). Haaal P
and James contradicted each other? No, becausesPaul
referring to our legal standing before God; namiigt
we now standing before God completely justified
because Christ’s righteousness has been imputgsl to
(Rom 4:6, 23-24). James, on the other hand, isrmefe
to what is supposed to happeha resulof our being
justified. Notice that when Paul quotes Genesi$ bg:
is referring to the point at which Abraham believed
God'’s promise and was justified. This is clear from
Paul’s explanation in Rom 4:16-24. But when James
guotes the same passage his point of reference is
Genesis 22 in which Abraham offers up Isaac on the
altar (James 2:21), which took place approximately
thirty yearsafter he had been declared righteous by
God. James merely sees Genesis 15:6 as being
“fulfilled” in Genesis 22; that is, Abraham’s faith
Genesis 15:6 wgsroved genuinén Genesis 22.
Abraham did not offer up Isaac becomgustified;
rather he did it because twasjustified. So, Paul’s
purpose for his statement is to explaowa person is
justified, while James’ purpose for his statemsribi
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explain how we&knowa person is justified. Hence,
James does not contradict Paul, but rather compitsme
him.

These rules of hermeneutics are in no way medn exhaustive.
Much more could be said about these rules andthat to
overwhelm the reader with a long list of ruleshas fpoint would be
ill-conducive to the purpose of this workbook. Befy using the few
rules that have been listed here. Once you areartabie with these
you may wish to consult others, in which case yay mefer to the
resources listed in Appendix B.
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Appendix B

Reference Tools and Materials

Paper Resources

Following are some helpful resources availableardicopy format.
Many of the references, such as concordancesplesi@ible
dictionaries, etc., are such standard referencé&sabiese days that
mere mention of the name or publisher of the werguifficient for our
purposes. In the case where the title of the patitio may be more
familiar than the author, the title has been pldostl

Hermeneutics and Exegesis

Fee, Gordon and Douglas Stuatow to Read the Bible for All its
Worth Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982.

Fee, GordonNew Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and
Pastors.Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1983.

Finzel, Hans.Opening the BooRWheaton: Victor Books, 1987.
Unlocking the ScripturesVheaton: Victor Books, 1986.

Fountain, Thomad<eys to Understanding and Teaching Your Bible
Nashville: Nelson, 1983.

McQuilken, J.RUnderstanding and Applying the Biblghicago:
Moody Press, 1983.

Sproul, R.CKnowing ScriptureDowners Grove: InterVarsity, 1977

Concordances

Englishman’s Greek Concordance of the Bi@d. G. V. Wigram.
Mott Media, 1982). Coded to Strong’s numbering systLists
all Greek words in the New Testament and providesye
verse where they are used.
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New American Standard Exhaustive Concordance dsible (ed. R.
L. Thomas. Holma Bible Publishers, 1982). Code8trong’s
numbering system. Lists all words that appear enNlew
American Standard Bible, and provides every versera/they
appear.

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bilelé. James Strong.
Hendrickson Publishers). Coded to Strong’s numigesystem.
Lists all words that appear in the King James \éersand
provides every verse where they appear.

Greek/Hebrew Lexicons and Dictionaries

Thayer’'s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testarfer. Thayer.
Hendrickson Publishers, 1981). Coded to Strongmlmering
system; helpful to readers who do not know the &ree
alphabet.

A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament aheéCEarly
Christian Literature(a.k.a., Bauer, Arndt, Gingrich and
Danker; a.k.a., BAGD; ed. W. Bauer: University dfi€ago,
1979). Not coded to Strong’s numbering system; rkastv
the Greek alphabet to use.

Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament Base®kamantic
Domains(ed. J. P. Louw and E. A. Nida. United Bible
Societies,1989). Not coded to Strong’s, but comstaimindex
of English words and maps them to their correspun@reek
words.

Dictionaries

Smith’s Bible DictionaryfW. Smith. Thomas Nelson Publishers,
1987). A standard Bible dictionary. Good for loadimp
background information on books of the Bible.

The New International Dictionary of New Testamemdlogy(a.k.a.,
NIDNNT. ed. C. Brown. Zondervan Publishing House8a).
Not coded to Strong’s. Contains extensive defingiand
backgrounds of key Greek words and concepts foumile
New Testament.

New/Old Testament Introductions

Guthrie, D.New Testament IntroductiomterVarsity Press, 1970.

Carson, D. A. et alAn Introduction to the New Testamenbndervan
Publishing House, 1992.

Harrison, R. KAn Introduction to the Old TestameRtince Press,
1999.
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Miscellaneous Reference Works

Marshall's NASB-NIV Parallel New Testament in Graekl English
(Zondervan). This is a must-have for serious Bsblely.

Baker’s Bible AtlagC. F. Pfeiffer. Baker Book House, 1986).
Manners and Customs of the Bilgfle M. Freeman. Logos Int'l, 1972).

Commentary Sets

Tyndale New Testament Commentary SdtrgerVarsity Press). A
20-volume set of New Testament commentaries tleas@und,
scholarly and easy to understand.

New International Commentary on the New Testament
(Eerdmans).This set promises to be a good ondabudf this
writing) is not quite complete in that not all bcosf the New
Testament are covered (21 out of 27).

The Expositor’s Bible Commentafgondervan).This is an 8-volume
set that covers every New Testament Book, and loais than
enough detail to help out with the understandingrof passage
about which you may have questions.

The Wycliffe Exegetical Commentdioody Press).This is an
exhaustive, in-depth commentary series that islexdtdor
individual Bible study.

New International Biblical Commenta(ifiendrickson Publishers).
This is a readable, dependable New Testament cotanyeset.

New International Greek Testament Commen(&grdmans).This is a
good commentary for independent Bible study.

Web Resources

Following are some helpful resources for Bible gttitht are available
on the Internet:

The Bible Gatewathttp://bible.gospelcom.net). Contains searchable
electronic versions of the Bible, including tN&/, NASB RSV
andKJV, as well as a variety of foreign language versians
the Bible. Allows you to search for a Bible passagerd or
phrase.

Bible Study Toolsmvww.biblestudytools.net). A virtual one-stop Bible
reference site. Contains online concordances, Gardk
Hebrew lexicons, Bible dictionaries, commentarkestories
and backgrounds (e.g., Josephus, and the chutcdr$at
dozens of Bible versions, interlinears, etc., idalg the
Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology, EasteBible
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Dictionary, Smith’s Bible Dictionary, Robertson’sovtl
Pictures, Jamieson-Fausset-Brovwwonderful resource!

Computer Software

When | was in seminary, Bible software had justuretp be available.
One of the very first projects was GramCord (Grarirah
Concordance), which was initiated by the faculty anity

Evangelical Divinity School, and which | beta tekter functionality.
GramCord was a DOS-based program and requiredad bit
programming knowledge to use effectively.

Bible software has come a long way since those.d@st follows
are two of the top Bible software packages avadlablthis writing.
Both of these have similar capabilities.

Logos Bible Softwaréavailable through any Christian bookstore; also
available online at www.Logos.com).

Hermeneutica BibleWorksvailable through any Christian bookstore;
also available online at www.BibleWorks.com).
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Appendix C

Creating a Bible Worksheet

To create a Bible worksheet, follow the directidwetow:

Place a straightedge or ruler
against (and parallel to) the
perforated line. Then run a

utility (or X-Acto) knife along ~

the line to cut the page from the
workbook.

Use four strips of clear tape, such
as Scotch tape or clear packing
tape, and place them as shown in
the illustration. For added strength,
tape both sides of the foldout; or,
you may wish to tape only thmack
side of the foldout so that the tape
does not get in your way when
taking notes. Once taped together,
the Bible worksheet can be folded
up in accordion style when not in
use

——

1. Using a straightedge and a utility knife, cut aldheg
perforated line of each of the five following pades
remove the pages from this workbook.

2. Lay the pages side by side in the order in whidy @ppear
here, with all pages facing the same direction.

3. Tape the pages together to form a fold-out Bibleksbeet.
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The First Letter of John (NASB)
1John1l

1 What was from the beginning, what we have heahdt we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at anchexliwith our
hands, concerning the Word of Life. 2 And the lifas manifested,
and we have seen and testify and proclaim to yeetéarnal life,
which was with the Father and was manifested t@ Wghat we have
seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so thatg@mmay have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship ighwvihe Father, and
with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 These things we wsibethat our joy
may be made complete. 5 This is the message weheard from
Him and announce to you, that God is Light, anHiiim there is no
darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowshith Him and yet
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practieetthith; 7 but if we
walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, wave fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Seensles us from all
sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are detgigurselves and
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins,isifaithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanskeam all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have noesimmwe make Him a
liar and His word is not in us.

1 John 2

1 My little children, I am writing these things you so that you may
not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocath wie Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself igptbeitiation for our
sins; and not for ours only, but also for thoséhefwhole world. 3 By
this we know that we have come to know Him, if vee His
commandments. 4 The one who says, "l have comedw Kim," and
does not keep His commandments, is a liar, anttdlte is not in him;
5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love oti®as truly been
perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: & &me who says he
abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same n&ras He
walked. 7 Beloved, | am not writing a new commandiie you, but
an old commandment which you have had from thenmégy; the old
commandment is the word which you have heard. & @mwther hand,
| am writing a new commandment to you, which igtmuHim and in
you, because the darkness is passing away andughkight is already
shining. 9 The one who says he is in the Light yetchates his brother
is in the darkness until now. 10 The one who Idvesdrother abides
in the Light and there is no cause for stumblingim. 11 But the one
who hates his brother is in the darkness and walkse darkness, and
does not know where he is going because the daskreesblinded his
eyes. 12 | am writing to you, little children, basa your sins have
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been forgiven you for His name's sake. 13 | amingito you, fathers,
because you know Him who has been from the beginhiam writing
to you, young men, because you have overcome therex | have
written to you, children, because you know the Eath4 | have
written to you, fathers, because you know Him whe heen from the
beginning. | have written to you, young men, beeaysu are strong,
and the word of God abides in you, and you havecovee the evil
one. 15 Do not love the world nor the things inwweld. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is notim.nL6 For all that is
in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lusth# eyes and the
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, Imifrom the world. 17
The world is passing away, and also its luststieiione who does the
will of God lives forever. 18 Children, it is thadt hour; and just as
you heard that antichrist is coming, even now mamychrists have
appeared; from this we know that it is the lastrh@9 They went out
from us, but they were not really of us; for if yHead been of us, they
would have remained with us; but they went outhsa it would be
shown that they all are not of us. 20 But you havenointing from
the Holy One, and you all know. 21 | have not wentto you because
you do not know the truth, but because you do kitpand because no
lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but the amleo denies that Jesus
is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one wkaies the Father and
the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not havestier; the one
who confesses the Son has the Father also. 24rAmiio let that abide
in you which you heard from the beginning. If wiyati heard from
the beginning abides in you, you also will abidéha Son and in the
Father. 25 This is the promise which He Himself emawlus: eternal
life. 26 These things | have written to you conaagrthose who are
trying to deceive you. 27 As for you, the anointimigich you received
from Him abides in you, and you have no need fgoae to teach
you; but as His anointing teaches you about atighj and is true and
is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, yadeilm Him. 28 Now,
little children, abide in Him, so that when He apgse we may have
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shamiiatcoming. 29
If you know that He is righteous, you know that gme also who
practices righteousness is born of Him.
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1 John 3

1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed,dhat we would
be called children of God; and such we are. Farridsson the world
does not know us, because it did not know Him. &=, now we
are children of God, and it has not appeared a#/jat we will be.
We know that when He appears, we will be like Hiracause we will
see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who hashihie fixed on Him
purifies himself, just as He is pure. 4 Everyonewhactices sin also
practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessnessukiaow that He
appeared in order to take away sins; and in Himetigeno sin. 6 No
one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has B@&a or knows
Him. 7 Little children, make sure no one deceives;\the one who
practices righteousness is righteous, just as lHghseous; 8 the one
who practices sin is of the devil; for the devistsanned from the
beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purposeéestroy the
works of the devil. 9 No one who is born of Godgiees sin, because
His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, bedaaigeborn of God.
10 By this the children of God and the childreriled devil are
obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousisesst of God,
nor the one who does not love his brother. 11 Rigris the message
which you have heard from the beginning, that waukhlove one
another; 12 not as Cain, who was of the evil orcesd@w his brother.
And for what reason did he slay him? Because hasislevere evil, and
his brother's were righteous. 13 Do not be surgribeethren, if the
world hates you. 14 We know that we have passedfalgath into
life, because we love the brethren. He who doesowetabides in
death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a meardend you know
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in higVWe know love by
this, that He laid down His life for us; and we btitp lay down our
lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has the disrjoods, and sees
his brother in need and closes his heart againsttnow does the love
of God abide in him? 18 Little children, let us hmte with word or
with tongue, but in deed and truth. 19 We will knbwthis that we
are of the truth, and will assure our heart befdira 20 in whatever
our heart condemns us; for God is greater tharmeart and knows all
things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condesjwe have
confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask waive from Him,
because we keep His commandments and do the thiaigare
pleasing in His sight. 23 This is His commandm#rdf we believe in
the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love ondhnanqtist as He
commanded us. 24 The one who keeps His commandigidiss in
Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abidess, by the
Spirit whom He has given us.
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1John 4

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test $pirits to see
whether they are from God, because many false ptegtave gone
out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirft@od: every spirit
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come ing$ie i8 from God; 3
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus ifaratGod; this is the
spirit of the antichrist, of which you have hedndttit is coming, and
now it is already in the world. 4 You are from Gétlle children, and
have overcome them; because greater is He whoymuinhan he who
is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefthey speak as
from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 ®ve from God; he
who knows God listens to us; he who is not from @ods not listen
to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and gperit of error. 7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is frGd; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 The ohe does not
love does not know God, for God is love. 9 By tihis love of God
was manifested in us, that God has sent His orgpten Son into the
world so that we might live through Him. 10 In tisdove, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Sdyetthe propitiation
for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, wsoalught to love one
another. 12 No one has seen God at any time; [bweeone another,
God abides in us, and His love is perfected i@y this we know
that we abide in Him and He in us, because He ivas gis of His
Spirit. 14 We have seen and testify that the Fdtlsrsent the Son to
be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confessastésus is the Son
of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 Weslame to know
and have believed the love which God has for usl &tove, and the
one who abides in love abides in God, and God ahidbim. 17 By
this, love is perfected with us, so that we mayeheanfidence in the
day of judgment; because as He is, so also are wes world. 18
There is no fear in love; but perfect love castsfear, because fear
involves punishment, and the one who fears is adepted in love. 19
We love, because He first loved us. 20 If someays,s™| love God,"
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one dies not love his
brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whonasi@dt seen. 21
And this commandment we have from Him, that thewhe loves
God should love his brother also.
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1John5

1Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is bb@od, and
whoever loves the Father loves the child born ahH By this we
know that we love the children of God, when we |@ad and observe
His commandments. 3 For this is the love of Godt Wie keep His
commandments; and His commandments are not bunsengoFor
whatever is born of God overcomes the world; amliththe victory
that has overcome the world--our faith. 5 Who & dine who
overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesihe Son of
God? 6 This is the One who came by water and bldegljs Christ;
not with the water only, but with the water andhwite blood. It is the
Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is théhird For there are three
that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and thaobt and the three are
in agreement. 9 If we receive the testimony of ntlea testimony of
God is greater; for the testimony of God is thisttHe has testified
concerning His Son. 10 The one who believes irSitve of God has
the testimony in himself; the one who does notdweliGod has made
Him a liar, because he has not believed in thétesty that God has
given concerning His Son. 11 And the testimonyis, tthat God has
given us eternal life, and this life is in His SA2. He who has the Son
has the life; he who does not have the Son of (@ad dot have the
life. 13 These things | have written to you whoiéeét in the name of
the Son of God, so that you may know that you leagenal life. 14
This is the confidence which we have before Himt,tif we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 Ainde know that

He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we tievrequests
which we have asked from Him. 16 If anyone seebtother
committing a sin not leading to death, he shallas# God will for

him give life to those who commit sin not leadiogdeath. There is a
sin leading to death; | do not say that he showd#terrequest for this.
17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sirl@ading to death. 18
We know that no one who is born of God sins; buithe was born

of God keeps him, and the evil one does not tourch 19 We know
that we are of God, and that the whole world Irethie power of the
evil one. 20 And we know that the Son of God hase&oand has
given us understanding so that we may know Him isticue; and we
are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus ChrisisTéthe true God
and eternal life. 21 Little children, guard youxss from idols.
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